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Michael Risch 
 

Academic Experience: 
 
6/10-present  Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law 
 
  6/19-present  Vice Dean 
    Primary responsibility for internal operations of school, including direct and indirect oversight of 

admissions, career strategy, academic program and support, communications, finance, student services, 
library, events, graduate tax program, and technology. Serve on various law school and university 
committees. 

   
   6/17-5/19  Associate Dean for Faculty Research & Development 
    Administer symposia, faculty workshops, travel, summer grant, and other programs relating to faculty 

affairs and scholarly community. Lead member of university and law school strategic planning teams. 
Drive growth in law school scholarly profile in addition to participation in other law school strategic, 
fundraising, and budget planning. Serve on various law school and university committees, including 
appointments committee, faculty committee, public service, ABA site visit, and VU travel grant and 
ethics committees 

 
   8/13-present Professor of Law 
   6/10-7/13  Associate Professor of Law 
    Classes Taught: Patent Law, Internet Law, IP Survey, Advanced IP Seminar, Contracts 
    Current Service: Peer-review referee, VU IP Policy Board, Faculty Lead- ABA Self-Study, Learning 

Outcomes Committee, VU Web Redesign Committee, VU Cybersecurity Program Committee  
    Former Service: AALS Executive Committee, Computer & Internet Law Section, Law Review Advisor, VU 

Faculty Congress/Senate/Committee on Faculty, Elected to Tenure Screening Committee, Elected to 
Budget Committee, Chair- Admissions Committee 

 
   3/18-present University Administrator for Digital Measures 
    Maintain university performance database, Activity Insight. Evangelize and train users for data recording. 

Design reports and assist colleges in generating faculty evaluations. Qualify, select, and implement rank 
and tenure automation software 

  
8/17-12/17  Visiting (Adjunct) Professor, Temple University Beasley School of Law 
    Class taught: IP Survey 
 
6/07-6/10  Associate Professor of Law and Project Director - Entrepreneurship, Innovation and 

Law Program, West Virginia University College of Law. 
Created, developed, and directed program on Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Law. Obtained private 
grant funding of more than $100,000 for formation of an entrepreneurship law clinic. 
Classes taught: Patent Law, Cyberlaw, Entrepreneurship Law Clinic 

    Primary Committees: Academic Planning, Appointments  
 
7/06-7/07   Olin Fellow in Law, Stanford Law School.  National fellowship, engaged in research on 

patentable subject matter and patent prosecution. 
 

Education: 
10/95-6/98 The Law School, University of Chicago. J.D. degree with high honors. Order of the Coif. 

Olin Fellow in Law and Economics. Bradley Fellow in Law and Economics. 
 

9/88-6/92 Stanford University. A.B. degree with honors and distinction in Public Policy and with 
distinction in Quantitative Economics. Received Official National Merit Scholarship. 

  



Other Relevant Experience: 
 
7/98-present  Russo & Hale LLP/Computer Law Group, Palo Alto, California. 
   Of Counsel (June 2006-), Partner (2003-2006), Associate (1998-2002).  Advanced practice in intellectual 

property and complex business litigation, including trial; arbitration; appeals;  motion practice; mediation; 
discovery; ADR neutral; intellectual property protection, auditing, and risk analysis; licensing negotiation 
and drafting.  

 
3/93-present Owner/Consultant, Risch Consulting.  

Expert witness in patent, copyright, trade secret cases. Consulting business in computer software and 
hardware design, installation, and support.  Published commercial encryption program for popular 
electronic mail program.  Developed law firm web portal and provided support to other programmers. 

 
Publications: (citations hyperlinked to SSRN where available: http://ssrn.com/author=582820) 
 
Canceling Appellate Precedent, 76 Florida L. Rev. 175 (2024) 
 

From Patents to Secrets, RESEARCH HANDBOOK ON EMPIRICAL STUDIES IN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW 
(Estelle Derclaye ed., Edward Elgar Publishing 2023) 
 

Procedural Posture and Social Choice, 107 Minn. L. Rev. 1621 (2023) 
 

Worse than Human?, 53 Ariz. St. L.J. 1091 (2022) 
 

The Way Lawyers Worked, 90 U. Cincinnati L. Rev. 822 (2022) 
 

A Unified Theory of Convoy Goods, 60 Jurimetrics J. 403 (2020) 
 

Abstraction, Filtration, and Comparison in Patent Law, 1 J. Law and Innovation 37 (2019) 
 

Sue First, Negotiate Later, 61 Ariz. L. Rev. 561 (2019) 
 

Empirical Methods in Trade Secret Research, RESEARCH HANDBOOK ON THE ECONOMICS OF INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY LAW (VOL. II -- ANALYTICAL METHODS) (Peter S. Menell & David L. Schwartz, eds., Edward Elgar 
Publishing, 2019) 
 

Virtual Copyright, THE LAW OF VIRTUAL AND AUGMENTED REALITY (Woody Barfield & Marc Blitz eds, Edward 
Elgar Publishing, 2018) 
 

(Un)Reasonable Royalties, 98 B.U. L. Rev. 187 (2018), reviewed in 
https://patentlyo.com/patent/2016/12/returning-reasonable-royalties.html  
 

Recalibrating Patent Venue, 77 Md. L. Rev. 47 (2017), with Colleen Chien 
 

Make Sure You Meet the Needs of the School, 20 Green Bag 2d 297 (2017) (micro-symposium) 
 

Hidden in Plain Sight, 31 Berkeley Tech. L.J. 1635 (2017) 
 

Trucks, Trains, and Transformation: Net Neutrality Lessons from the First Cyberlaw Symposium, with Christie 
Larochelle, 61 Vill. L. Rev. 585 (2016) 
 

The Layered Patent System, 101 Iowa L. Rev. 1535 (2016) 
 

Nothing is Patentable, 67 Fla. L. Rev. Forum 45 (2015) 
 

A Generation of Patent Litigation, 52 San Diego L. Rev. 67 (2015) 
 

Licensing Acquired Patents, 21 George Mason L. Rev 979. (2014) 
 

Functionality and Graphical User Interface Design Patents, 17 Stan.Tech. L. Rev. 53 (2014) 
 

Framing the Patent Troll Debate, 24 Expert Opinion on Therapeutic Patents 127 (2013) 

http://ssrn.com/author=582820
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4393097
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4232645
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=4054997
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3897126
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=3830039
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=3570124
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=3232508
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=3140957
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2658685
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3051871
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2884387
https://patentlyo.com/patent/2016/12/returning-reasonable-royalties.html
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2834130
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2979340
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2761100
https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2832397
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2567415
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2642361
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2484947
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2366064
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2310132
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1517/13543776.2014.873406
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1517/13543776.2014.873406


 

Patent Portfolios as Securities, 63 Duke L.J. 89 (2013) 
 

An Empirical Look at Trade Secret Law's Shift from Common to Statutory Law, INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND 
THE COMMON LAW (Shyam Balganesh, ed., 2013) 
 

America’s First Patents, 64 Florida L. Rev. 1279 (2012) 
 

Patent Troll Myths, 42 Seton Hall L. Rev. 457 (2012) 
 

IP and Entrepreneurship in an Evolving Economy: A Case Study, ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND INNOVATION IN 
EVOLVING ECONOMIES: THE ROLE OF LAW (Megan Carpenter, ed., 2012) 
 

Life After Bilski, 63 Stan. L. Rev. 1315 (2011), with Mark Lemley, Ted Sichelman, and R. Polk Wagner, Reprinted in 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW REVIEW 2012 (Thomson West 2012) 
 

A Surprisingly Useful Requirement, 19 George Mason L. Rev 57 (2011) 
 

Trade Secret Law and Information Development Incentives, RESEARCH HANDBOOK ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AND TRADE SECRECY (Rochelle Cooper Dreyfuss and Katherine Strandburg, eds., 2011) 
 

A Failure of Uniform Laws?, 159 U. Pa. L. Rev. PENNumbra 1 (2010) 
 

Reinventing Usefulness, 2010 BYU L. Rev. 1195 (2010), reviewed in John F. Duffy, Patent Utility Reduxit, 
JOTWELL (May 5, 2010), http://ip.jotwell.com/patent-utility-reduxit/ 
 

Forward to the Past, 2009-2010 Cato Supreme Court Review 333 (2010), reprinted in PATENT LAW REVIEW 2011 
(Thomson West 2011) 
 

A Brief Defense of the Written Description Requirement, 119 Yale L.J. Online 127 (2010), reprinted in PATENT 
LAW REVIEW 2011 (Thomson West 2011) 
 

Patent Challenges and Royalty Inflation, 85 Indiana L.J. 1003 (2010) 
 

Virtual Rule of Law, 112 W. Va. L. Rev. 1  (2009), updated and reprinted in THE LAW OF VIRTUAL AND 
AUGMENTED REALITY (Woody Barfield & Marc Blitz eds, Edward Elgar Publishing, forthcoming 2018)  
 

Virtual Third Parties, 25 Santa Clara Computer & High Tech. L.J. 415 (2009), reprinted in VIRTUAL WORLD – A 
LEGAL ANALYSIS (Amicus Books 2010), reviewed in James Grimmelmann, Third Parties to the Rescue, JOTWELL 
(Nov. 9, 2009), http://cyber.jotwell.com/17/ 
 

Comments on Trade Secrets in High Velocity Labor Markets, 12 Emp. Rights and Emp’t Pol. J. 339 (2009) 
 

Everything is Patentable, 75 Tenn. L. Rev. 591 (2008) 
 

The Failure of Public Notice in Patent Prosecution, 21 Harv. J. L. & Tech. 179 (2007)  
 

Why Do We Have Trade Secrets?, 11 Marquette Int. Prop. L. Rev. 1 (2007), reprinted in TRADE SECRETS AND 
UNDISCLOSED INFORMATION (Sharon Sandeen & Elizabeth Rowe, eds., 2014) 
 

How Can Whelan v. Jaslow and Lotus v. Borland Both be Right? Re-Examining the Economics of Computer Software 
Reuse, 17 J. Marshall J. Comp. & Info. Law 511 (1999) 
 

Virtual Reality - A Legal Overview, with Jack Russo (chapter in Computer Software treatise by Clark Boardman 
Callaghan) (1995) 
 

Other Writings: 
 

Written Description Blog, contributor, http://writtendescription.blogspot.com (Jan. 2015 – present) 
 
Faculty Lounge Blog, guest contributor, http://www.thefacultylounge.org (Jan. 2015 – present) 
 
Madisonian Blog, contributor, http://www.madisonian.net (Dec. 2010 – Dec. 2014) 

http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2227103
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1982209
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=2017275
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1792442
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1887029
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1725009
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1790463
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1411579
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1638386
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1568063
http://ip.jotwell.com/patent-utility-reduxit/
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1678163
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1504631
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1371666
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1463583
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1275063
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1269039
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1085871
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=931543
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=885778
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=885341
http://www.computerlaw.com/CM/Articles/The-Law-of-Virtual-Reality.asp
http://writtendescription.blogspot.com/
http://www.thefacultylounge.org/
http://madisonian.net/author/risch/


 
Prawfsblawg, guest contributor, http://prawfsblog.blogs.com (Oct. 2008, June 2009, Nov. 2009, June 2010, Nov. 
2010, May 2011, December 2011, May 2012, Nov. 2012, April 2013) 
 
When do consumers prefer algorithmic versus human decisionmakers?, TechStream, Brookings Institution (Nov. 
10, 2021) 
 
Amicus Curiae Brief of Michael Risch in Support of Petitioner: Google v. Oracle, No. 18-956 in the Supreme Court 
of the United States (Jan. 10, 2020). 
 
Response to PTO Request for Comments Regarding Claim Construction before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board 
(June 11, 2018). 
 
What If They Forgot to Record the Super Bowl?, Villanova Moorad Sports Law Journal Blog (April 7, 2016) 
 
A Patent Reform We Can All Agree On (op-ed), with Colleen Chien, Washington Post (Nov. 20, 2015) 
 
Response PTO Request for Comments Regarding Patent Quality (April 21, 2015) 
 
The Place of Legal Scholarship in the Academy, Faculty Lounge (March 5, 2015) 
 
What is Good Scholarship?, Faculty Lounge (March 3, 2015) 
 
Why Tweet? (Plus Some New and Better Data), Faculty Lounge (Feb. 2, 2015) 
 
How Law Professors Use Twitter, Faculty Lounge (Jan 29, 2015) 
 
Law Blogging Best Practices, Faculty Lounge (Jan 22, 2015) 
 
Response to ‘pervasive sequence patents cover the entire human genome’, Genome Medicine (Feb. 2014) (with 8 
others) (peer reviewed) 
 
Don’t Blame the Trolls for the Patent Problem, Wired (March 2013) 
 
Response to PTO Request for Comments on Functional Claiming and Software Patents (March 2013) 
 
Response to FTC Request for Comments on Patent Assertion Entities (March 2013) 
 
Response to PTO Request for Comments on Patent Small Claims (March 2013) 
 
Curing the Problem of Software Patents, Groklaw (June 2012) 
 
Patents and Computer Software, Computer Software (Thomson West 2012) (treatise chapter), co-author 
 
Declaration in Support of Motion to Unseal Documents, Apple v. Samsung litigation, co-author (2012) 
 
The Valley Current Blog (Computerlaw Group LLP practitioner newsletter), contributor, 
http://valleycurrent.blogspot.com/ (Sept. 2010 – May 2012) 
 
Response to U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Request for Comments Regarding Patent Quality (March 1, 2010) 
 
Amicus Curiae Brief of 20 Law and Business Professors in Support of Neither Party: Bilski v. Kappos, No. 08-964 
in the Supreme Court of the United States (Aug. 6, 2009), with Mark A. Lemley, Ted Sichelman, R. Polk Wagner. 
 
“The Idea’s the Thing,” Legal Times (May 12, 2008) (Op-Ed re patentable subject matter). 
 
Amicus Curiae Brief of 22 Law and Business Professors in Support of Appellants: In Re Bernard L. Bilski and Rand 
A. Warsaw, No. 08/833, 892 in the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (April 7, 2008), with John 
Allison, Mark A. Lemley, R. Polk Wagner. 
 
Intellectual Property Law Updates, editor, for National Business Institute seminar (2008). 

http://www.google.com/search?q=%22Posted+by+michael+risch+on%22+site:prawfsblawg.blogs.com
https://www.brookings.edu/techstream/when-do-consumers-prefer-algorithmic-versus-human-decisionmakers/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3517436
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/comment-mrisch.pdf
http://lawweb2009.law.villanova.edu/sportslaw/?p=3561
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/in-theory/wp/2015/11/20/why-do-patent-lawyers-like-to-file-in-texas/
http://www.casesofinterest.com/PTOComments0421.pdf
http://www.thefacultylounge.org/2015/03/more-on-the-value-of-legal-scholarship.html
http://www.thefacultylounge.org/2015/03/what-good-is-legal-scholarship.html
http://www.thefacultylounge.org/2015/02/why-tweet-plus-some-new-and-better-data.html
http://www.thefacultylounge.org/2015/01/how-law-professors-use-twitter.html
http://www.thefacultylounge.org/2015/01/law-blogging-best-practices.html
http://genomemedicine.com/content/6/2/14
http://www.wired.com/opinion/2013/03/stop-blaming-the-trolls-or-we-wont-be-able-to-fix-the-patent-system/
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/law/comments/sw-f_risch_20130312.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/os/comments/pae/pae-0015.pdf
http://www.uspto.gov/ip/global/patents/comments/comments_to_us_pto_re_patent_small_claims.pdf
http://www.groklaw.net/article.php?story=20120610180253648
http://digitalcommons.law.scu.edu/historical/142/
http://valleycurrent.blogspot.com/
http://www.casesofinterest.com/PTOComments0310.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=1485043
https://web.archive.org/web/20100624093847/http:/law.wvu.edu/r/download/9874
http://patentlyo.com/media/docs/2008/04/bilski.lemley.pdf


 
Groupwise Developer’s Guide (technical manual), with three others, Novell, Inc. (2002). 
 
Law of the Internet in California, with Jack Russo and John Kelley, for National Business Institute seminar (2001). 
 
“Copyright Protection for Virtual Realities: Brave New World Emerges,” with Jack Russo, National Law Journal 
(October 17, 1994). 
 
Federal Anti-Poverty Job Training: Problems in the Past and Hope for the Future.  Public Policy Departmental 
Honors Thesis (1992). 
 
Juvenile Crime in San Mateo County: 1989 Report, for Criminal Justice Council of San Mateo County (1990). 
 
Memberships: 
 
California State Bar 
U.S. Supreme Court Bar 
Ninth Circuit Bar 
Federal Circuit Bar 
N.D. California Bar 
American Bar Association (IP Section) 
American Association of Law Schools (Section on Intellectual Property) 
American Intellectual Property Law Association 
San Francisco Bay Area Intellectual Property Inns of Court (until 2007) 
 
Presentations and Conferences: 
Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for IP – Innovation Policy, Sept. 2023 
 
Commentator, Lastowka Cyberlaw Colloquium, Drexel Law School, May 2023 
 
Intellectual Property Protection for Artificial Intelligence, Rutgers Law School, April 2023 
 
Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for IP – Innovation Policy, Mar. 2023 
 
Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for IP – Innovation Policy, Jan. 2023 
 
Worse than Human?, Villanova University Falvey Library Speaker Series, Oct. 2022 
 
Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for IP – Innovation Policy, Sept. 2022 
 
Growth of Trade Secrets in Patent Cases, IP Scholars Conference, Stanford Law School, Aug. 2022 
 
Identification of Trade Secrets, Sedona Conference, May 2022 
 
Fairly Using Fair Use, PA State Office of General Counsel CLE, May 2022 
 
Patent-Litigation Lessons for Copyright Cases, Copyright Society of America, April 2022 
 
Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for IP – Innovation Policy, April 2022 
 
Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for IP – Innovation Policy, Mar. 2022 
 
Worse than Human?, Virginia Law and Social Science Colloquium, Jan. 2022 
 

https://www.novell.com/developer/GWDevGuide.pdf


Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for IP – Innovation Policy, Jan. 2022 
 
Worse than Human?, AALS Section on Internet and Computer Law: AI and the Academy, Jan 2022 
 
Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for IP – Innovation Policy, Sept. 2021 
 
Worse than Human?, TPRC 2021 (author only, co-author presented), Sept. 2021 
 
Worse than Human?, Faculty Workshop, Villanova University, June 2021 
 
Minerva and Assignor Estoppel, The Valley Current Podcast, April 2021 
 
Google v. Oracle, Courthouse Steps Podcast, April 2021 
 
Google v. Oracle, The Valley Current Podcast, April 2021 
 
Senior Commentator, Edison Fellows Program, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property, March 2021 
 
Commentator, Tri-State IP Workshop, NYU School of Law, Jan. 2021 
 
Panelist, Big Tech and the Digital Economy – The Moligopoly Scenario, NYU School of Law, Nov. 2020 
 
Courthouse Steps: Google v. Oracle, Federalist Society Teleforum, Oct. 2020 (and followup podcast) 
 
Tracing the Developments of 19th Century Law, IP Scholars Conference, Stanford Law School, July 2020 
 
Booking.com, The Valley Current Podcast, July 2020 
 
Teleforum on Modernizing Copyright Law, Federalist Society, March 2020 
 
Commentator/Mentor, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property Edison Fellows, Jan. 2020 
 
The Relationship Between Trade Secret Identification and Patent Claim Construction, The Sedona Conference Trade Secrets 
Working Group Annual Meeting, Nov. 2019 
 
Signal v. Appropriation: Why do Venture Capitalists Invest in Patenting Firms?, Midwest Law & Economics Association, 
Villanova Law School, Oct. 2019 
 
Commentator/Mentor, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property Edison Fellows, Sept. 2019 
 
Signal v. Appropriation: Why do Venture Capitalists Invest in Patenting Firms?, IP Scholars Conference, DePaul Law 
School, Aug. 2019 
 
Signal v. Appropriation: Why do Venture Capitalists Invest in Patenting Firms?, Center for Intellectual Property Summer 
Institute, July 2019 
 
Participant, Policy Pilots Workshop, Columbia Law School (in Washington, D.C.), May 2019  
 
Commentator/Mentor, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property Edison Fellows, April 2019 
 
19th Century Apple Parers and Patents, IP Scholars Conference, Berkeley Law School, Aug. 2018 
 
Discussant, Summer Works-in-Progress, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property, July 2018 



 
The Real World Value of Trade Secrets, WIPO-CPIP IP School, GMU Law School, June 2018 
 
Abstraction/Filtration/Comparison in Patent Law, Penn Law School Symposium, April 2018 
 
Sue First, Negotiate Later, PatCon 8, University of San Diego Law School, March 2018 
 
Commentator/Mentor, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property Edison Fellows, Jan. 2018 
 
Keynote Speaker, 11th Annual University of Richmond Evil Twin Debate, Jan. 2018 
 
Panelist, IAM Media Patent Law & Policy Conference, November 2017 
 
Participant, George Washington Law Post-Grant Review Workshop, September 2017 
 
Senior Commentator/Mentor, CPIP Edison Fellows Workshop, September 2017 
 
Patents and Startups, IP Scholars Conference, Cardozo Law School, August 2017 
 
(Un)Reasonable Royalties, CPIP Summer Institute, July 2017 
 
Participant, The New Role of the Administrative State, CPIP-CSAS Roundtable, May 2017 
 
Senior Commentator/Mentor, CPIP Edison Fellows Workshop, April 2017 
 
TC Heartland Oral Argument Analysis, Paul Hastings, March 2017 
 
Senior Commentator/Mentor, CPIP Edison Fellows Workshop, March 2017 
 
Moderator, PatDam2, University of Texas Law School, Feb. 2017 
 
Senior Commentator/Mentor, CPIP Edison Fellows Workshop, Jan. 2017 
 
Senior Commentator/Mentor, CPIP Edison Fellows Workshop, Sept. 2016 
 
(Un)Reasonable Royalties, IP Scholars Conference, Stanford Law School, August 2016 
 
Trade Secret Roundtable, International Trade Commission, June 2016 
 
Rules, Standards, and Change in the Patent System, Keynote Speech, Giles S. Rich Inn of Court Annual Dinner, May 
2016 
 
Patent Trolls: Benevolent, Benign, or Malignant?, PBI 10th Annual IP Law Institute, April 2016 
 
Hidden in Plain Sight, Berkeley Symposium on Computer Software, April 2016 
 
Do Continuations Affect Patent Claims?, Works In Progress/IP, University of Washington Law School, Feb. 2016 
 
Participant, Patent Valuation Roundtable, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property, Oct. 2015 
 
Trucks, Trains, and Transformation: Net Neutrality Lessons from the First Cyberlaw Symposium, Shachoy Symposium, 
Villanova Law School, Sep. 2015 
 

http://writtendescription.blogspot.com/2016/05/rules-standards-and-change-in-patent.html


Did Medimmune Lead to More Placeholder Lawsuits, IP Scholars Conference, DePaul Law School, Aug. 2015 
 
Empirical Methods in Trade Secret Law Research, Research Handbook in IP, Northwestern Law School, Aug. 2015 
 
Roundtable Participant, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property Patent Conference, July 2015 
 
Net Neutrality, Competition, and ISP Consolidation, Philadelphia Area Cyberlaw Colloquium, Penn Law School, May 
2015 
 
Hana Financial v. Hana Bank, Federalist Society SCOTUScast, May 2015 
 
The Layered Patent System, PatCon 5, University of Kansas Law School, April 2015 
 
Patent Reform, TPI Panel, Washington, D.C., April 2015 
 
The Layered Patent System, Hoover Institution IP2 Conference, Washington, D.C., March 2015 
 
Patent Trolls: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly, GMU Civil Justice Law Caucus, March 2015 
 
Functionality and GUI Design Patents, Penn. IPLG Symposium, March 2015 
 
Net Neutrality, Common Carrier, and ISP Consolidation, Villanova Law School, March 2015 
 
The Layered Patent System, Hoover Institution IP2 Conference, Stanford University, Jan. 2015 
 
Functionality and GUI Design Patents, George Washington Law Design Patent Conference, Nov. 2014 
 
IP and Worker Mobility, 3rd Workshop on Trade Secrets and Worker Mobility, Max Planck Inst., Nov. 2014 
 
Devise of Digital Assets, Pennsylvania Bar Institute, Oct. 2014 
 
NPEs and Patent Reform, DuPont/Widener Patent Conference, Sep. 2014 
 
A Generation of Patent Litigation, Carolina Patent, Trademark & Copyright Law Ass’n, Sep. 2014 
 
A Generation of Patent Litigation, IP Scholars Conference, Berkeley Law School, Aug. 2014 
 
Tech/Teaching/Texts, Berkman Center, Harvard University, July 2014 
 
ABC v. Aereo, Villanova University Summer Supreme Court Workshop, July 2014 
 
Roundtable on Software Patenting, Center for Protection of Intellectual Property, May 2014 
 
A Generation of Patent Litigation, Cardozo IP Law Colloquium, Apr. 2014 
 
End User Lawsuits, Stanford Conference on Patent Law Reform, Mar. 2014 
 
A Generation of Patent Litigation, CPIP Edison Fellows Conference, Feb. 2014 
 
Privacy and Big Data, Philadelphia Area Cyberlaw Colloquium, Discussant, Feb. 2014 
 
Software Patent Subject Matter, Vanderbilt Symposium on Patentable Subject Matter, Jan. 2014 
 



Software Patent Reform, Penn Law Conference on Patent Law Reform, Dec. 2013 
 
Trade Dress and Design Patents in User Interfaces, Rutgers Law School, November 2013 
 
Updates in IP Law, Villanova Law School and WestLegalEd CLE, November 2013 
 
Hot Topics: Patent Reform, Licensing Executives Society Annual Meeting, September 2013 
 
Licensing Acquired Patents, CPIP Conference on Commercialization Function of Patents, September 2013 
 
Functionality and Graphical User Interface Design, IP Scholars Conference, August 2013 
 
Functionality and Graphical User Interface Design, Villanova Summer Workshop Series, July 2013 
 
Patent Portfolios as Securities, Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, June 2013 
 
Patent Assertion Entities, Yale Law School ISP Panel, Apr. 2013 
 
The Law and Economics of Graphical User Interface Design Patents, Stanford Law School, Apr. 2013 
 
Patents and the Supreme Court, Georgetown Law School, The Changing Patent Landscape, Mar. 2013 
 
Economics of GUI Design Patents, Philadelphia Area Cyberlaw Colloquium, Feb. 2013 
 
Patent Licensing and Innovation, Federalist Society Teleforum/Podcast, Feb. 2013 
 
Patent Trolls and Patent Aggregation, Cleveland Intellectual Property Law Association, Jan. 2013 
 
Patent Trolls and Patent Aggregation, Cleveland-Marshall Law School, Jan. 2013 
 
Trade Secret Litigation Summary, 2nd Workshop on Trade Secrets and Worker Mobility, Ludwig Maximillian University 
(Munich), Dec. 2012 
 
Curing the Problem of Software Patents, Santa Clara Law School Conference on Fixing the Software Patent Problem, 
Nov. 2012 
 
AOP Community, Article One Partners Napa Valley Summit, Nov. 2012 
 
America’s First Patents, Michigan Law School, Sept. 2012 
 
America’s First Patents, Villanova Law School Faculty Speaker’s Series, Sept. 2012 
 
The Securitization of Patents, Villanova Law School Junior Faculty Workshop, August 2012 
 
America’s First Patents, IP Scholars Conference, Stanford Law School, August 2012 
 
Intellectual Property Issues of the 21st Century, West Virginia University College of Law, February 2012 (keynote speaker) 
 
SOPA/PIPA, University of Idaho School of Law, February 2012 
 
Rethinking Patent Quality, Gonzaga University School of Law, February 2012 
 
Rethinking Patent Quality, Intellectual Ventures IV University, January 2012 



 
Rethinking Patent Quality, ArticleOne Partners Napa Valley Summit, November 2011 
 
An Empirical Look at Trade Secret Law's Shift from Common to Statutory Law, Ludwig Maximillians University Mobility & 
Competition Clause Workshop, Sept. 2011 
 
Patent Troll Myths, IP Scholars Conference, August 2011 
 
An Empirical Look at Trade Secret Law's Shift from Common to Statutory Law, Villanova Law School Junior Faculty 
Workshop, June 2011 
 
An Empirical Look at Trade Secret Law's Shift from Common to Statutory Law, Penn. Law Colloquium on the IP and 
Common Law, May 2011 
 
IP and Entrepreneurship in an Evolving Economy: A Case Study, Texas Wesleyan Colloquium on The Role of Law in an 
Evolving Economy, April 2011 
 
Patent Troll Myths, Cyberlaw Collquium (hosted by Rutgers – Camden), February 2011 
 
Life After Bilski, Practicing Law Institute, 5th Annual Patent Law Institute, February 2011 
 
Life After Bilski, Moderator, Stanford Law Review symposium (co-author presented paper), January 2011 
 
New Uses for Patent Utility, Saint Louis University School Faculty Workshop, November 2010 
 
Bilski v. Kappos, Indiana University (Indianapolis) College of Law, October 2010 
 
Bilski v. Kappos, Ohio State University College of Law, October 2010 
 
Bilski v. Kappos, Indiana University College of Law, October 2010 
 
Law and Literature Symposium, Panel Chair, Villanova University School of Law, October 2010 
 
New Uses for Patent Utility, University of Missouri Law School Faculty Workshop, September 2010  
 
New Uses for Patent Utility, IP Scholars Conference, August 2010 
 
New Uses for Patent Utility, Villanova Junior Faculty Workshop, June 2010 
 
Empirical Study of Litigious Non-Practicing Entities, Law & Society Conference, May 2010 
 
A Failure of Public Notice?, Hamline Law Review Symposium on the Uniform Trade Secrets Act, April 2010 
 
Bilski and Software Patents, Memphis Law School, April 2009 
 
Patent Challenges and Royalty Inflation, Villanova University School of Law, Jan. 2010 
 
Patent Challenges and Royalty Inflation, DePaul University School of Law, Dec. 2009 
 
Updates in Intellectual Property Law, WV CLE presentation, Oct. 2009 
 
Patent Utility as a Policy Lever, Santa Clara Work-in-Progress Roundtable, Sept. 2009 
 



Patent Challenges and Royalty Inflation, University of Utah College of Law, Sept. 2009 
 
Patent Challenges and Royalty Inflation, IP Scholars Conference, Aug. 2009 
 
Patentable Subject Matter after Bilski, SEALS conference, Aug. 2009 
 
Entrepreneurship Law Clinic, WV Biometrics Initiative Forum, June 2009 
 
Patentable Subject Matter, George Washington University conference on Patents and Entrepreneurship in Business 
and Information Technologies, invited commentator, June 2009 
 
Entrepreneurship Law Clinic, Eastern Panhandle Entrepreneurship Forum, June 2009 

 
Virtual Rule of Law, Digital Entrepreneurship Symposium, WVU College of Law, Mar. 2009 
 
Trade Secret Law and Information Development Incentives, NYU Law School, Feb. 2009 
 
Entrepreneurship Law Clinic, WV Cheat Lake Rotary Club, Dec. 2008 
 
Everything is Patentable, Bauer Lecture Series workshop, Cardozo Law School, Nov. 2008 
 
Entrepreneurship Law Clinic, WV Young Entrepreneur Support Network, Nov. 2008 
 
Work/Life Balance, panel speaker, WVU College of Law, Oct. 2008 
 
Cyberlaw Update: How the Law is Changing, WV CLE presentation, Oct. 2008 
 
Understanding the Current Financial Crisis, panel speaker, WVU College of Law, Oct. 2008 
 
Virtual Third Parties, presentation at Faculty Colloquia, WVU College of Law, Sept. 2008 
 
West Virginia Computer Crimes, presentation at WV Homeland Security Summit, June 2008 
 
Everything is Patentable, presentation at Faculty Colloquia, WVU College of Law, Feb. 2008 
 
Orientation Address, High School Minority Law Day, WVU College of Law, Feb. 2008 
 
Trade Secrets in High Velocity Labor Markets, 2008 AALS Conferences, Section of Law & Economics, invited 
commentator, January 2008 
 
Everything is Patentable, presentation at WIPIP Conference, American U. Law School, Sept. 2007 
 
Everything is Patentable, presentation at IP Scholars Conference, DePaul Law School, August 2007 
 
“What If’s” Conference – Michigan State University, conference fellow, March 2007 
 
Trade Secret Roundtable, Berkeley Center for Law & Technology, invited participant, October 2006 
 
Why Do We Have Trade Secrets?, Santa Clara University Law School, October 2006 
 
American Inns of Court – Bay Area Intellectual Property chapter - several presentations, mock hearings, and panel 
discussions on intellectual property issues, 1998-2007 
 



Law of the Internet - Seminar for National Business Institute, with others, 2001 
 
New Legal Problems for the Internet Age - Alameda County Bar Association Intellectual Property & Computer Law 
Committee, 2001 
 
Wireless Law Offices - TechLaw Institute, 2001 
 
Economics of Copyright and Computer Software - Santa Clara University Law School, 2000 
 
Cyberspace Law School - Co-presented trade secret session for Glasser Legal Works, 2000, 2001 
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